
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
HEARING ON ORDINANCE 2022-4 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2022 6:15PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Susie Baker, Carrie Heimann, Kevin Kelsey, Chris Moore, Kristen Streeter 
Not Present: Jeanne Campion, Rebekah Rhode     Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith 

The hearing opened at 6:15pm.  

Chris Moore read the following statement: 

This hearing is being held under the guidelines of the Truth in Taxation law in Illinois. The Truth in Taxation law requires a taxing district 
to compare the amount of its proposed aggregate property tax levy to the amount of taxes extended for the district in the prior year. A 
notice must be published in a newspaper and a public hearing must be held if the proposed aggregate tax levy is more than 5% greater 
than the previous year’s tax extension. 
The Library District levies taxes for the purpose of operating the library. 
Champaign County is subject to Property Tax Extension Limitation Law, or PTELL. This is also referred to somewhat inaccurately as a tax 
capped county. Under PTELL, the CPI (consumer price index) limits how much tax we can levy, no matter what our expenses are. This 
year, the CPI is higher than usual and this allows to levy more for the following reasons: 

• Inflation has meant that our expenses are increasing for books, supplies, utilities, and facility maintenance. In order to 

maintain our basic programs and services, we will need more revenue to cover these costs.  

• The annual state-mandated increases in the minimum wage have increased our salary expenses significantly beginning in 

2020.  This will continue through 2025.  The increase in the minimum wage over the period is 62%.   

• This also allows us to put a bit of money aside each year for repairs and to save for a bigger children’s library that is part of our  

future plans for the library. 

There were no audience comments. The hearing closed at 6:17pm. 

MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING SEPTEMBER 12, 2022 6:17PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Susie Baker, Carrie Heimann, Kevin Kelsey, Chris Moore, Kristen Streeter 
Not Present: Jeanne Campion, Rebekah Rhode     Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith 

Chris Moore opened the meeting by reading the library’s mission statement: “Together we create a welcoming community that empowers 
everyone to learn, connect, create, and grow.” 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes for August 8, 2022 
Carrie Heimann moved to approve the regular meeting minutes for August 8, 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed.  

Treasurer's Report 
Kevin Kelsey moved to approve the financial report for August 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor 
of the motion.  

Kevin Kelsey moved to approve the check register for August 2022. Susie Baker seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of 
the motion.  

Chris Moore asked why the reimbursement account had a balance of $5620, noting it was the same amount as one of the checks 
written in August. Kate Smith said that this was a coding error and she and John Howard would fix it.  

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting. He told the board it was exciting to see circulation statistics up by 
11% over one year ago, but somewhat confusing to see people counts down over previous years. He also pointed out that the library is 
seeing an increase in Wi-Fi sessions, with more people coming in and working around the periphery of the library. He told the board 
that registered patron counts continue to increase, with the library seeing several registrations in August through the school 
registration site.  

Kevin Kelsey commented that he talked to a patron at the music festival who thanked the library for changing card expiration dates 
from two years to three years.  

Chris Moore said that he was very pleased with the staff training day and he is enthused by the list of conferences and continuing 



education schedule John has set for himself and the rest of the staff. John told the board that when he receives the full schedule for 
the online Library and Advocacy Conference, he will let the trustees know because some sessions may interest some of them and they 
can join him in the meeting room to view these sessions. 

Audience Comments – No Comments 

Committee Reports – Personnel Committee 
Chris Moore told the board that the Personnel Committee met on August 31, and he had several things to report with respect to the 
annual director evaluation: 

• He reminded the board that he sent out a timeline with the board packet and he asked if anyone had any comments. The 
trustees agreed the timeline is doable.  

• He asked for a volunteer from the Personnel Committee to coordinate evaluation responses from library staff. Carrie Heimann 
volunteered. 

• He reminded the board that he sent a draft of the staff survey with the board packet and asked for comments. Kevin Kelsey 
said that when the survey asks “may your responses be shared verbatim?” that he wanted to make it clear that responses will 
be shared with the board and that the board is asking if they can be shared with the director. The board agreed to this 
change.  

• Chris reminded the board that he sent a draft of the trustee survey with the board packet and asked for comments. There 
were no comments.  

Carrie Heimann moved to approve the staff questionnaire as amended. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed.  

Carrie Heimann moved to approve the trustee survey. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed.  

New Business 

A. Adopt Ordinance 2022-4 Tax Levy 

Kevin Kelsey moved to approve ordinance 2022-4 Tax Levy. Susie Baker seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of the 
motion.  

B. Update on Medical Insurance w/Village and Consideration of Renewal of QSEHRA 

John Howard told the board that, as stated in his director’s report, the new underwriting estimate for a large group health insurance 
plan was not as favorable for the Village as the previous estimate, so there is no new movement on this with the Village. John said that 
since there are now two employees interested in health insurance, it’s possible for the library to set up its own group and that he is 
getting a quote from the library’s insurance agent.  

John told the board that it is time for the board to make its annual decision about continuing QSEHRA for the coming calendar year. He 
recommended continuing the program for 2023, noting that the budget includes this expense.  

Kristen Streeter asked whether QSEHRA or an FSA or HSA could be offered if the library offers insurance at some point and John said 
that would be possible.  

Chris Moore said continuing the QSEHRA seems the appropriate and important thing to do, especially since the library isn’t offering 
health insurance at this time.  

Kristen Streeter moved to continue offering the QSEHRA benefit for 2023 at the rate of $416.67 per employee per month. Kevin Kelsey 
seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Strategic Plan Quarterly Update—no update  
 

Board Advocacy 

A. Review of Mahomet Music Festival 

John Howard told the board that he thought the music festival booth was a good thing, that they talked to a lot of people and gave 
away a lot of books. 

Kristen Streeter said she liked the Plinko board. She also suggested that it might be good to give people something to carry their books.  

Susie Baker said a school board member stopped by the booth during her shift and talked about the [IGA] library cards, saying they 
were very appreciative.  

B. Discussion of Murder Mystery in February 



 John Howard asked the board if they wanted to hold a murder mystery in February. All trustees agreed that they wanted to do this 
and they tentatively chose February 18, 2023 for the event.  

In case the Farm Credit facility is not available, there was some discussion about possible locations that would hold enough people and 
allow them to serve alcohol. The board asked John to call some of the options.  

  

Trustee Comments – No Comments 
 

Adjournment 
Kristen Streeter moved to adjourn the meeting. Carrie Heimann seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:58pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


