
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OCTOBER 10, 2022 6:15PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Susie Baker, Jeanne Campion, Carrie Heimann, Kevin Kelsey, Rebekah Rhode, Kristen Streeter 
Not Present: Chris Moore    Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith 

Kevin Kelsey opened the meeting by reading the library’s mission statement: “Together we create a welcoming community that empowers 
everyone to learn, connect, create, and grow.” 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes for September 12, 2022 
Rebekah Rhode moved to approve the regular meeting minutes for September 12, 2022. Susie Baker seconded; the motion passed.  

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the final financial reports for June, July, and August 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded. Roll call vote; 
all trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for September 2022. Carrie Heimann seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees 
voted in favor of the motion.  

Jeanne Campion moved to approve the check register for September 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted 
in favor of the motion.  

Carrie Heimann asked if the payment to Sangamon on Main is what the library always pays. John Howard said that the amount 
increased a bit this year and will increase again next year, but it is the amount in the contract.  

Kevin Kelsey asked about the vendor Baker and Taylor and John explained that it is the primary vendor for the library’s books. He told 
the board that this vendor had a ransomware attack in August, so the September payment was higher than usual because it included 
what the library would have paid in August.  

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting. He pointed out that circulation for September was higher than the 
previous year, but program attendance was down, mostly likely because the library had so many take-and-make programs in 2021.  

John told the board he had talked to Patrick Brown from the Village about health insurance and he expects a definite response by 
November 1 regarding whether the Village can enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the library to offer health insurance to 
library employees. John added that he had also talked with the library’s insurance agent, Lyn Ferdinand, and learned there is a 
workable option for the library to offer insurance to employees on its own should the agreement with the Village not work out. He told 
the board he would present all available options at the November meeting. Kevin Kelsey suggested the board hold a special meeting 
on this topic if needed.  

Kevin Kelsey asked how much the library paid for Hoopla, with only 87 people using it so far and John said that Hoopla is a pay-per-use 
platform and that this is typical for a new service, as it takes time for people to find out about it. Jeanne Campion said she was on 
Hoopla, but she hadn’t yet borrowed anything because she was having trouble finding what she wanted. The board discussed their 
disappointment that it was hard to find what they wanted and that newer titles aren’t in the Hoopla catalog. John told the board that 
the library’s only commitment is the $5,000 paid to Hoopla already and that when that has been spent, the library can revisit whether 
to keep the service.  

Carrie Heimann asked John to talk more about the live chat help. John told the board that the service would initially be offered 
through the library’s website, but he intended to offer it via text as well. He explained that when someone sends a chat message, a 
notification will ring at several library workstations. The Help Desk staff member has the primary responsibility to answer chats, but 
others will answer if they cannot do so. The service will be available only when the library is open. Carrie asked about tracking and 
monitoring and John said there would be statistics about how many chats come through, how long they are, and how long patrons had 
to wait for an answer.  

Carrie Heimann asked about John’s vision for hiring a marketing staff member. John explained that it was not fully worked out yet, but 
he was hoping to hire someone part-time and he planned to talk with the Chamber of Commerce and the Village to see if either is 
interested in kicking in to cover some of the salary, with the person doing work for them as well. John pointed out that there is no 
central place in Mahomet to go for information and this person could perhaps maintain a central source of information for the 
community.  

Jeanne Campion asked for more information about the reason for staff member Alyssa Simpson’s shout out for working with 
community partner Rock Counseling and John explained that she had set up a library program with The Rock as a presenter.  

Susie Baker commented that the story about the little girl wanting to dress up as Miss Becca for Halloween warmed her heart.  



Audience Comments – No Comments 

Committee Reports – No Reports 

New Business 

A. Presentation of Audit and Acceptance of Audit 

Sandy Perry from CliftonLarsonAllen attended the meeting to answer questions regarding the preliminary 2022 audit report sent in the 
board packet. She explained that the report was in the final review stage, and they would send the library the final report shortly. The 
board agreed they would postpone formal approval until after the final report was received. 

Sandy told the board the library was now implementing the new GASB rules for leases [for the lease at Sangamon on Main]. She also 
pointed out the findings in the Internal Control letter, noting that they were the same findings each year. She explained that although 
the library does not have an accountant on staff to prepare financial statements and instead relies on CliftonLarsonAllen to do so, it is 
still the responsibility of the Board of Trustees to review and understand the statements.  

Kevin Kelsey asked if the same team prepares the financials and performs the audit. Sandy said that it was the same team, but that 
there are multiple layers of review.  

B. Upcoming Board of Trustees Election 

John Howard told the board there would be three open seats for the next board election in April 2023 and it was now time for people 
who wished to run to start gathering signatures to be submitted to John December 12-19, 2022. He said that he had some names of 
people who had shown interest in the past and he would be contacting them to see if they wanted to run. John also told the trustees 
he had some packets of basic information that they could take to give to people who might be interested. He encouraged trustees to 
send interested parties to him so he could answer their questions. 

C. Status of Negotiations with Bridle Brook Regarding Valuation for Property Tax Purposes 

John reminded the board that Bridle Brook wanted to decrease the value of their property [for tax calculations] from $10M to $5M. 
The library and other municipalities (the school district, Village, and Cornbelt) had been fighting this and paid for an appraisal that 
valued the property at $8.5M. John told the board the current settlement offer values the property at $7.5M for the next two years.  

Kevin Kelsey commented that it wasn’t the money, but the principle and the precedent it might set.  

Strategic Plan – Quarterly Review of Progress 
John Howard submitted the progress report before the meeting. He pointed out the reference to the new Welcome Packet for new 
community members and brought samples for the trustees to review.  

Kevin Kelsey asked about the plans to sort the adult fiction by genre. Jeanne Campion and Rebekah Rhode expressed concern about 
the proposal, with Jeanne saying that she liked to go straight for her favorite authors. John said that the goal is to make the collection 
more browsable for those patrons who currently avoid looking through options in the stacks. Jeanne asked how much time the project 
would take and John said that it would be a significant effort taking possibly 4-6 weeks, depending on the final decision about spine 
labels. He added that library staff was also looking at adding more information, such as series numbers, to the spine labels. Susie Baker 
said she thought this project was a good idea, based on how she knows people shop for books. Carrie Heimann and Kristen Streeter 
said that they had no strong feelings either way, but that they thought this was an operational decision, not a board decision. John said 
that, based on trustee feedback, staff will do more research to try to see what patrons would prefer.  

Board Advocacy 
 The board discussed possible locations for date and location of the murder mystery event.  

Rebekah Rhode said that a Farm Credit employee must be present if the library is going to use their facility again and that she and her 
husband [a Farm Credit employee] would not be there. Jeanne Campion and Rebekah agreed that it is very stressful for the Farm 
Credit employee to be responsible for the event.  

John Howard reported the results of his research into other options for the event: 

• The Elk’s Lake Pavilion at the Lake of the Woods would cost $300 and the library would be allowed to serve alcohol, but the 
bathrooms are outside, which would be a problem in winter.  

• The Methodist Church is available, but they do not allow alcohol. 

• He had an inquiry in at the Holiday Inn in Champaign. 

• He proposed checking with the Catholic Church.  

Jeanne Campion commented that the Catholic Church is a problem because of sound issues; the room is quite loud and it’s hard to 
hear.  



Carrie Heimann said she would rather not serve alcohol than hold the event outside Mahomet. Kristen Streeter agreed. Kevin Kelsey 
commented that if they dropped alcohol, they had several options. Rebekah asked about holding the event at the library, but John said 
the library is too small and a murder mystery wouldn’t work with the library layout.  

The board agreed to hold the event in Mahomet, drop the alcohol if needed, and stick to the February 18 date.  

Trustee Comments  
Kristen Streeter recommended the bookmarks made by Girl Scouts that could be found at the circulation desk. 

Rebekah Rhode said that she had worked with a lot of library staff members when holding the book club and that Alyssa Simpson is 
wonderful to work with. Rebekah said that Alyssa is organized and comes with so many ideas.  

Rebekah also commented on the Library Crawl, saying that it had been really fun and she was enjoying meeting other people doing it.  

Kevin Kelsey said he liked the post on the library’s Facebook page about legislation for better eBook access and he encouraged the 
trustees to get behind this.  

Adjournment 
Carrie Heimann moved to adjourn the meeting. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


