
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING JUNE 13, 2022 6:15PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Susie Baker, Jeanne Campion, Carrie Heimann (arrived during Closed Session Minutes), Chris Moore, Rebekah Rhode,  
and Kristen Streeter; Not Present: Kevin Kelsey Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith 

Chris Moore opened the meeting by reading the library’s mission statement: “Together we create a welcoming community that empowers 
everyone to learn, connect, create, and grow.” 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes for May 9, 2022 
Rebekah Rhode moved to approve the regular meeting minutes for May 9, 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed.  

Approval of the Closed Session Minutes for May 9, 2022 
Chris Moore pointed out a typo.  

Kristen Streeter moved to approve the closed session minutes from May 9, 2022 as amended. Rebekah Rhode seconded; the motion 
passed.  

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for May 2022. Rebekah Rhode seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in 
favor of the motion.  

Jeanne Campion moved to approve the check register for May 2022. Susie Baker seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of 
the motion.  

Chris Moore asked if the increasing utility costs had been factored into the budget. Kate Smith stated that the library had a fixed rate 
contract with Homefield Energy until March 2023. John Howard reminded the board that the library had changed to LED lights and 
kept the budget constant, expecting that the lower usage due to the LED lamps would balance the higher rates.  

Chris Moore also asked if higher gas prices will affect the library. John said this might happen, but probably not in the coming year.  

Election of Officers 
Chris Moore told the board he would not be running for office again in 2023 because his family will be leaving the area in 2024. Given 
that, he said he was willing to serve as president one more term unless someone else wanted the position.  

Jeanne Campion said that she also would not be running in 2023, but she was willing to serve as treasurer one more year unless 
someone else wanted the position.  

 Rebekah Rhode nominated Chris Moore for President; Carrie Heimann seconded. 

 Jeanne Campion nominated Kevin Kelsey for Vice President; Susie Baker seconded. 

 Kristen Streeter nominated Jeanne Campion for Treasurer; Susie Baker seconded. 

 Kristen Streeter nominated Rebekah Rhode for Secretary; Carrie Heimann seconded.  

The motions passed unanimously.  

Appointment of Committees and Positions 
Chris Moore submitted his proposed committee positions with the board packet. He noted that the Parliamentarian and Open 
Meetings Act Officer were not on the list. He said he was willing to serve as Parliamentarian again and Rebekah Rhode said she was 
willing to serve as the Open Meetings Act Officer again.  

All trustees agreed with the assignments.  

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting.  

He commented that he was super excited to see people counts really high and that having Kona Ice on the last day of school was a big 
part of that.  

Rebekah Rhode asked how much money the Friends of the Library and the Rotary Club of Mahomet made at the Summer Kickoff, 
adding that she was concerned about hosting a fundraiser that raised money for outside groups. John Howard and Kate Smith 
commented that the Rotarians bring in the bulk of the sponsorship money. Jeanne Campion and John pointed out that the Rotarians 
provide the most volunteers as well. John told the board that he and Kate were planning a proposal for next year in which the library 
would hold the event, and the Rotarians and Friends would raise the money and pay a flat amount to the library for expenses, so the 
library won’t carry so much of the expense. John added that he could see Rebekah’s point, with the event being advertised for the 



library, but the money actually going to the Friends and Rotary.  

Chris Moore asked how much Hoopla would cost the library. John Howard said he had budgeted $7500, but the service is pay-per-use, 
so the library will know more as the year progresses. 

Chris Moore asked who on the leadership team would be acting for John while he was on vacation. John explained that the entire 
Leadership Team will help and that he is only an electronic contact away.  

Audience Comments – No Comments 

Committee Reports – No Reports 

New Business 

A. Introduction of Youth and Programming Librarian Rebecca Strom 

John introduced Rebecca Strom to the trustees, saying that the library had outstanding candidates for the position, but that Rebecca 
was far and away the interviewing team’s first choice.  

Rebecca told the board about herself, including that she graduated from Mahomet-Seymour High School in 2016, received a BA in 
English Writing and Humanistic Studies (with a minor in Theatre Performance) in 2020 from Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, 
Indiana, and earned her Master’s in LIS from the U of I in 2022. She told the trustees that this is her dream job and that she is 
passionate about working not only with kids, but with the community as a whole.  

B. Meeting Schedule Ordinance for 2022-23 

Kristen Streeter moved to approve Ordinance 2022-1, the Meeting Schedule Ordinance. Rebekah Rhode seconded; the motion passed. 

Strategic Plan Quarterly Update—no update  

Board Advocacy 
Carrie Heimann gave a report to the board regarding the upcoming Ice Cream Social. She told the board the event will be held Sunday, 
July 17 from 2-4pm. She reported that she would be seeing if Schnucks would donate ice cream and that she hoped to borrow a large 
tent from the school district, which Jackson Construction volunteered to erect and tear down. She said that she will be meeting with 
Becca Strom and will have full details about logistics and board volunteer tasks at the July 11 meeting. She asked board members to 
confirm with her if they will or will not be at the event.  

Chris Moore commented that the Summer Kickoff was a huge success. Jeanne Campion said having Kona Ice on the last day of school 
was also a huge success.  

Trustee Comments  
Jeanne Campion said that she was excited that Becca is here, and that Becca’s energy and excitement are just the traits needed in this 
position.  

Kristen Streeter asked about the status of the grant application. John Howard said there had been no word and that he doesn’t expect 
to hear this year. Kristen also asked when the library would hold a referendum and John said that wouldn’t happen until after the 
library received a grant.  

Chris Moore thanked everyone who supported the walk for the library, especially Rebekah Rhode, with all her work on the games.  

Chris Moore reminded the board that they asked him to sit with John Howard about an intermediate level in communication for 
grievances and that John had told him a staff member was doing this informally. The board asked John to come up with a formal plan 
before the policy committee meets again.  

Adjournment 
Kristen Streeter moved to adjourn the meeting. Carrie Heimann seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:06pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


