
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING JULY 11, 2022 6:15PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Susie Baker, Jeanne Campion, Carrie Heimann, Rebekah Rhode, Kristen Streeter, and Kevin Kelsey; Not 
Present: Chris Moore; Also present: John Howard 

Kevin Kelsey opened the meeting by reading the library’s mission statement: “Together we create a welcoming community 
that empowers everyone to learn, connect, create, and grow.” 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes for June13, 2022 
Carrie Heimann moved to approve the regular meeting minutes for June 13, 2022. Susie Baker seconded; the 
motion passed.  

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for June 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded. Roll call vote; all 
trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Jeanne Campion moved to approve the check register for June 2022. Kristen Streeter seconded. Roll call vote; all 
trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Kevin Kelsey asked about the payment to Hoopla. John explained that the $5,000 payment was an advance 
payment. Kevin Kelsey asked about the payment to MCS. John Howard responded that this was for the AV 
equipment installed in the Edgar Room.  

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting.  

John Howard stated that he was excited about an upcoming meeting with a professor of social work to learn more 
about how the library can be part of connecting patrons to community assistance. Carrie Heimann asked what type 
of needs this program would be addressing. John explained that it would include general community assistance. 

John Howard asked the board to pay attention to the annual statistics for the year. He cited improvement in several 
areas. 

John Howard reported that the use of the library as a polling place had been a success. He reported a heavy 
turnout after 4:30 pm on election day when the line of individuals waiting to vote circled the inside of the library. 

Carrie Heimann asked if there could be lessons learned from the defeat of the school referendum that would be 
helpful to the library when approaching a ballot issue for library building expansion. The general discussion by 
board members cited a need to be transparent, to not go negative, and to show opportunity for the community. It 
was stressed that the library would not be asking “for anything additional” if it were to ask the public to renew the 
library bond. 

John Howard further reported that the marketing strategy the library had engaged in with U of I marketing 
students did not materialize in any marketing plans for the library.  Also, there was no news to report on our grant 
request. 

Several board members complimented the library on the recent book domino event.  

Audience Comments – No Comments 

Committee Reports – No Reports 

New Business 
John Howard informed the personnel committee that Chris Moore would be contacting them soon to prepare for 
the upcoming director evaluation. 

Strategic Plan Quarterly Update 



John Howard reminded the board that for this quarter the library had no children’s librarian and library 
programming may reflect that. 

Carrie Heimann asked if the library held a back to school program. John Howard responded that the Kickoff to 
Summer Reading program is of such magnitude that the library did not intend to have both a kick off program and 
an ending program. 

Board Advocacy 
Carrie Heimann gave a report to the board regarding the upcoming Ice Cream Social. She told the board the event 
will be held Sunday, July 17 from 2-4pm. Board members should arrive at 1 wearing blue shirts and name tags. 
They should also bring an ice cream scoop and a face mask to be worn while serving food.  Schnucks has donated 
up to 20 gallons of ice cream for the event. Board members thanked Carrie Heimann for all her work on this event.   

John Howard reminded the board of the upcoming Mahomet Music Festival held Friday and Saturday, August 26 
and 27. Board members are asked to help at the Library Booth on those days. 

Trustee Comments  
There were no additional comments. 

Adjournment 
Jeanne Campion moved to adjourn the meeting. Susie Baker seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned 
at 7:08pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Rebekah Rhode, Board Secretary 

 


