
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING JUNE 8, 2020 6:15PM VIA ZOOM 

Members Present: Jeanne Campion, Kevin Kelsey, Chris Moore, Brian Paragi, Rebekah Rhode, Kristen Streeter 
Not Present: Carrie Heimann Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith, Maura Stutzman 

Chris Moore opened the meeting with the following statement: 
“For the record, the Mahomet Public Library District is able to conduct this electronic meeting because of Governor Pritzker’s Executive 
Orders #2020-07 (March 16th, 2020) and #2020-08 (April 1st, 2020). These orders suspend the Open Meetings Act provision relating to 
in-person attendance by members of a public body. Specifically, they suspend the requirement that members of a public body must be 
physically present and they also suspend the limitations on when remote participation is allowed. 

 An in-person meeting is not prudent due to the COVID 19 disaster. 

 All members and guests must be able to hear all discussion to satisfy the Open Meeting portions. 

 One member is physically present at the library (Mr. John Howard). 

 All votes will be roll call. 

 This meeting will be recorded. 

 A quorum is still required.” 

Approval of the Minutes for May 11, 2020 
Rebekah Rhode moved to approve the minutes from May 11, 2020. Brian Paragi seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of 
the motion. 

Approval of the Minutes for the Special Meeting June 3, 2020 
Chris Moore pointed out two typos in the minutes. Brian Paragi moved to approve the minutes from the June 3, 2020 special meeting 
as amended. Rebekah Rhode seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for May 2020. Brian Paragi seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor 
of the motion. Jeanne moved to approve the check register for May 2020. Kevin Kelsey seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in 
favor of the motion. 

Chris Moore asked for clarification on the purpose of the “Operating and Safe Deposit Box” category. Kate Smith explained that this is 
the category for operating supplies and it was named to include the safe deposit box many years before to remind the director where 
to code that expense.  

Chris asked why All Your Needs Consulting was paid $4,000 in May. Kate told the board that this vendor submitted invoices for both 
March and April during May.  

Election of Officers 
Chris Moore told the board that the library bylaws require that board officers are elected annually in June. He asked if any current 
office holder wished to make a change. No officers requested a change, although they indicated a willingness to step down if a newer 
member wanted one of the positions. Kristen Streeter and Keven Kelsey, the only two non-officer members in attendance, both stated 
that they were satisfied with not serving as officers at this time.  

Keven Kelsey moved that the current officers keep their positions for the 2020-21 year. Rebekah Rhode seconded. Roll call vote; all 
trustees voted in favor of the motion. 

Appointment of Committees 
Chris Moore submitted the committee assignments to the board before the meeting. He asked if anyone had any changes to request. 
No one suggested any changes. Chris stated that he would continue in the role of parliamentarian and Rebekah Rhode agreed to 
remain as the Open Meetings Act officer.  

 

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting. He added the following report on the library’s first day with a 
reopened building:  

 Business was steady, but the staff was not overwhelmed.  

 Patrons checked out 515 items, compared to an average of 459 per day in June 2019.  

 There were many pleased people and all but 3 came with their own masks. 



He conclude that, overall, it was a successful and non-controversial reopening.  

Kevin Kelsey asked if library staff had any idea how many items were in quarantine. John replied that they did not, since they would 
have to handle the items to count them. He did notice that it was the biggest single day for returns since the library started opening 
the book drops.  

Jeanne Campion asked if there was any reaction to having the first hour set aside for elderly and high-risk patrons. John said about 15 
people came during that hour.  

Brian Paragi asked when library items are due. John said that many items were due June 7 and the rest are due later, but the library is 
not charging overdue fines at this time.  

John pointed out the portion of his report that discussed the library’s response to racial protests, telling the board that Maura 
Stutzman and Rachel Stewart put out excellent posts on social media for Blackout Tuesday. The posts focused on black authors and 
resources and he believed they hit the perfect tone. He told the board that the leadership team will be discussing how the library can 
continue to support and be part of the discussion.  

Jeanne Campion thanked staff member Alyssa Simpson for making masks for library staff, observing that it promotes a family feeling 
among the staff.  

Audience Comments 
Staff member Tammy Caputo told the board that John Howard had proved to be a good director during this time, putting in many 
hours and taking the safety of staff into consideration.  

Committee Reports – No Reports 

New Business 

A. Meeting Schedule Ordinance for 2020-21 

John Howard presented a proposed Ordinance 2020-1, Meeting Schedule Ordinance for the 2020-21 fiscal year.  

Rebekah Rhode moved to approve Ordinance 2020-1. Brian Paragi seconded. There was no discussion. Roll call vote; all trustees voted 
in favor of the motion.  

B. ILA Membership for Trustees 

John Howard reminded the board that, traditionally, the library offers to pay the $75 ILA membership fee for any trustee who wishes to 
take advantage of this. Chris Moore told the board that he has found the membership useful, especially during the pandemic, when he 
was able to log in and access a lot of pertinent information. He encouraged other trustees to join.  

Kevin Kelsey said he would like to join and John promised to contact him about signing up.  

Strategic Plan Update – No Discussion 

Board Advocacy—No Discussion 

Trustee Comments  
Brian Paragi asked if the board would be meeting in person in July. John Howard said the board would have no choice if the state no 
longer allows electronic meetings at that time. If the option for online meetings still exists, he will put it to the board to decide. He 
pointed out that the meeting room is full of furniture and books and they would need to meet elsewhere.  

Jeanne Campion commented that she visited the library that day to sign checks and it was great to see staff and patrons there.  

Keven Kelsey commented that he was very proud of the library’s Facebook posts for Blackout Tuesday. 

Brian Paragi commented that he was glad to be part of a library that is willing to adapt and make things work for customers during this 
time.  

Kristen Streeter thanked John for his leadership and library staff for stepping up and accepting change. She was also thankful for the 
good communication from John and Chris to the rest of the board.  

Chris Moore told the board that the Navy says “Bravo Zulu,” or “well done” when someone does something well. He gave a Bravo Zulu 
to John Howard for reopening the library with protocols for the safety of staff and patrons. John, in turn, said that the Bravo Zulu 
should go to the full staff, for stepping up as a full team.  

Adjournment 
Rebekah Rhode moved to adjourn the meeting. Brian Paragi seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:53pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


