
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING MAY 11, 2020 6:15PM VIA ZOOM 

Members Present: Jeanne Campion, Carrie Heimann, Chris Moore, Brian Paragi, Rebekah Rhode 
Not Present: Kristen Streeter Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith, Maura Stutzman 

Approval of Minutes 
Rebekah Rhode moved to approve the minutes from April 13, 2020 as amended. Brian Paragi seconded; the motion passed. 

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for April 2020. Rebekah Rhode seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in 
favor of the motion. Jeanne moved to approve the check register for April 2020. Brian Paragi seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted 
in favor of the motion. 

Chris Moore commented that the hit to the endowment fund (due to the stock market) is unfortunate and that it will hopefully 
recover.   

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting and had no additional information. 

Rebekah Rhode asked for further clarification on the location of the work for the sign on Churchill.  

Rebekah also asked for a report on the 2020 Run to the Library supporting the Friends of the Mahomet Library and the Mahomet 
Rotary Club. John told the board that the Run committee had decided there was no reasonable way to hold the 2020 event, due to 
expected COVID-19 restrictions. He also reported that, so far, most of the sponsors have asked the two groups to keep their donations.  

Rebekah reminded John that he reported in March that the library will finish the building plan with consultant Fred Schipf and asked if 
there was an update. John responded that he would be scheduling a final session with Fred Schipf and some staff in the near future.  

Jeanne Campion asked if John had a report on how things are going now that the pickup lockers are reopened. John told the board 
that he’s received a lot of gratitude from the community. He also noted that there have been many from the community who have 
used the lockers for the first time. Jeanne suggested that the library send a thank you note to Heath and Kathy Grote, who donated the 
funds for the locker service when the library was built.  

John pointed out the section in his report addressing staff activity, noting that staff has been accomplishing more at home and, with 
the addition of 36 hours of locker pickup service, there’s a nice feeling of moving back toward “normal.” Chris Moore thanked John for 
his detailed reports on staff work during this highly unusual time.  

Audience Comments 
Kevin Kelsey introduced himself to the board and offered himself as a candidate for the open board position, left vacant by the 
resignation of Ann Ohms. After describing his own positive experiences with libraries, he stated his belief that libraries can effect 
change in their communities. He further commented that the Mahomet Public Library is outstanding for a town our size, that he is very 
proud of it, and that this is his chance to give back to an organization he loves.    

Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee 

Jeanne Campion reported that the committee met to review the proposed FY 20-21 budget, to be discussed under new business. 

B. Policy Committee – No Report 

C. Personnel Committee – No Report 

New Business 

A. Discussion/Approval of FY 2020-21 Budget 

On behalf of the finance committee, Jeanne Campion presented the FY 2020-21 budget to the full board for approval and led the 
board through the line items. There were no questions. Roll call vote; all trustees voted to approve the budget.  

B. Plan for Summer Programs  

Maura Stutzman gave a brief presentation to the board regarding plans for summer programming, which include: 

 A weekly schedule of virtual programs, similar to those offered in April and May 

 Passive programs 

 Summer reading bingo for children and raffle slips for teens and adults 



 Some participation at the Candlewood lunches, depending on how those lunches are structured this year 
Commenting on the library pen pal program listed in the presentation, Jeanne Campion asked if there were any plans to extend that to 
librarians at other libraries. Maura responded that, if there was interest in that, she would look into it.  

Rebekah Rhode and Chris Moore both praised the program plans and thanked Maura and her team for working so hard to change 
summer plans in response to the current environment.  

C. Discussion of Meeting Time for FY 2020-21 

John Howard reminded the board that they will pass an annual ordinance in June to set the regular meeting schedule for the next fiscal 
year. He asked if the board was satisfied with the current schedule or if any of them wanted changes. No one suggested changes.  

D. Approval of Non-Resident Fee Formula for FY 2020-21 

John Howard presented the proposed Non-Resident fee formula that will take effect the day after the board approves it. The rate is 
determined already by the library’s property tax rate, but John told the board they need to vote to approve or change the current 
minimum fee of $85.  

Brian Paragi moved to keep the minimum fee at $85 for the coming year. Rebekah Rhode seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in 
favor of the motion.  

Carrie Heimann remembered that the board discussed how to present this information to patrons in a way they could understand and 
asked if this had been done. Kate Smith responded that the webpage for library cards has the most recent way of explaining this 
service and asked trustees to let her know if they have changes to suggest.  

Rebekah Rhode remembered that the earlier discussion included a recommendation that staff discuss non-resident cards with patrons 
in private if possible. John told the board he would address that at the next staff meeting.  

E. Appointment of Two Trustees to Perform the Secretary’s Audit 

Rebekah Rhode and Chris Moore volunteered to review the previous year’s minutes.  

F. Nonbinding Discussion of Committee Assignments for FY 2020-21 

Chris Moore asked the board to tell him if they would like any changes to their committee assignments, noting that he would use the 
information to create a draft assignment list.  

Brian Paragi asked if he should continue on the finance committee, since his term will end after the April 2021 meeting. Chris 
encouraged him to remain on the committee, pointing out that the board can revisit the assignment if needed.  There were no other 
comments about committee assignments. 

G. COVID-19 Response and Tentative Reopening Plan 

John Howard reviewed the tentative plan he submitted to the board before the meeting, reminding them that things keep changing 
and the plan need to remain fluid. 

There was some discussion about when to accept returned materials. John told the board that he is uncomfortable with the current 
recommendation because it has not been based in actually testing. He intends to wait for the results of a scientific study by IMLS, 
OCLC, and Battelle before developing a procedure for managing returned items safely. He expects the study results before the end of 
May.  

Jeanne Campion asked if the library could start accepting materials now and just store them until there is a procedure. John said he 
was uncomfortable doing that until he knows what is safe and, in addition, it would be difficult to store the huge volume of returned 
items for an unknown period and also keep track of which ones were returned when.  

Rebekah Rhode asked what John would do if the study results were delayed. John proposed possibly accepting items and quarantining 
them for perhaps 5 days (longer than the current ALA recommendation). Brian Paragi pointed out that, if John is concerned about 
safety now, there is no less cause for concern later and recommended waiting for the guidance from the study. John agreed that he 
would prefer to wait for the results of the study, noting that it follows a policy of “an abundance of caution.” Chris Moore agreed.  

The tentative reopening plan proposes opening in stages, with the first patrons allowed into the library when the region moves to 
“phase 3” of the governor’s plan. John pointed out that doing so gives the library an outside standard for when to reopen and, if the 
library chooses to open earlier, trustees and staff would need to come up with objective metrics for doing so themselves.  

Rebekah noted that since the library is a governmental body, trustees and staff legally can determine for themselves what services are 
essential and when to provide them. John agreed, but stated that he would feel more comfortable following the governor’s guidelines 
and waiting until the region is in phase 3. He concluded by reminding the board that, if circumstances change before the end of May, 
the board can hold a special meeting to discuss them.  

Chris Moore encouraged the trustees to attend the trustee webinar on COVID-19 and library management scheduled for Thursday 
afternoon.  



Strategic Plan Update – No Discussion 

Board Advocacy—No Discussion 

Trustee Comments 
Chris Moore thanked the staff members in attendance for all they are doing to keep the library going and remaining poised to reopen 
when ready.  

Closed Session 
Brian Paragi moved to enter closed session according to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(3), the selection of a person to fill a public office, including a 
vacancy in a public office. He invited John Howard and Kate Smith to remain. Carrie Heimann seconded and the board entered closed 
session at 7:16pm 

Appointment of a Trustee to Fill and Open Position 
Rebekah Rhode moved to appoint Kevin Kelsey to the trustee position left vacant by the resignation of Ann Ohms. Brian Paragi 
seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Oath of Office for Appointed Board Member 
Chris Moore administered the oath of office to Kevin Kelsey and Kevin took his seat on the board.  

Adjournment 
Brian Paragi moved to adjourn the meeting. Rebekah Rhode seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:26pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


