
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING JANUARY 13, 2020 6:15PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Jeanne Campion, Carrie Heimann (arrived during Approval of Minutes), Chris Moore, Brian Paragi, Rebekah Rhode,  
Kristen Streeter, Members Not Present: Ann Ohms       Also present:  John Howard, Kate Smith, Maura Stutzman 

Approval of Minutes 
Chris Moore and John Howard noted some typos in the minutes. Rebekah Rhode moved to approve the minutes from December 9, 
2019 as amended. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed. 

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for December 2019. Rebekah Rhode seconded. Roll call vote; Carrie Heimann 
abstained and all other trustees voted in favor of the motion. Jeanne moved to approve the check register for December 2019. Brian 
Paragi seconded. Roll call vote; Carrie Heimann abstained and all other trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Chris Moore asked if there was any new information on the $2,000 Merrill Lynch check. John Howard replied that library staff do not 
know where it came from.  

Chris also asked about the donation to the Endowment (reported in an earlier quarter). John told the board that donations to the fund 
are donations to the Community Foundation of East Central Illinois, not the library itself, and we do not know who donates to the 
Endowment fund.  

Director’s Report 
John Howard submitted the director’s report before the meeting. He pointed out that the library was able to identify two volunteers 
for the AARP Tax Aide program and that articles in the Mahomet Daily and Mahomet Citizen really helped. He told the board that 
many more people expressed interest, but few were able to commit to the required week of training. Chris Moore asked how many 
people are served by this program and John said that 175-200 households take advantage of this service each year.  

Jeanne Campion commented that she appreciated John’s presentation on the Firm Foundations initiative to the Rotary Club of 
Mahomet and encouraged him to make similar presentations to other organizations.  

Brian Paragi asked if John had a contractor for library repair work yet. John replied that it is difficult to find one right now, but he is 
continuing to work on it, with the help of the school district.  

Carrie Heimann asked if the practicum student for this semester is from the University of Illinois and John replied that she is from that 
program.  

Chris thanked John for a comprehensive director’s report.  

Audience Comments  
Library staff members Tammy Caputo and Kathy Leathers and Mahomet Daily representative Dani Tietz attended the meeting. There 
were no audience comments.  

Committee Reports 
Policy Committee: No report 

Finance Committee: No report 

Personnel Committee: No report 

Building and Grounds Committee: No report 

New Business 

A. Board Volunteer to Review Minutes 

Chris Moore volunteered to perform the semi-annual review of closed session minutes.  

B. Proposed Revision to the Use of Public Rooms Policy 

John Howard told the board that a library staff member noticed that the list of banned substances on in the Use of Public Rooms policy 
was incomplete. After some discussion, library staff decided to recommend to the board that this policy point to the Rules of Conduct 
policy for a list of banned substances, rather than listing the substances in both policies and risking a discrepancy.  

Rebekah Rhode moved to approve the policy edit as submitted. Carrie Heimann seconded; the motion passed.  

C. Board of Trustees Meeting with Building Consultant 

John Howard reported the results of the Doodle poll for this meeting. Four trustees could attend a January 25 meeting and five 



trustees could attend a February 1 meeting. After some discussion, the board agreed to hold the meeting on February 1.  

The two trustees who cannot make that date, Chris Moore and Rebekah Rhode, agreed to submit their answers to the discussion 
questions in writing to John before the meeting. Rebekah also planned to attend the staff meeting with the business consultant on 
January 20.  

Strategic Plan Update  
Strategic Plan Quarterly Report 

John Howard submitted his quarterly update to the board before the meeting. He pointed out that library staff has made particularly 
progress on the goals “Increase adult program options” and “Support book clubs both within and outside of the library.” 

Chris Moore asked John to pass the board’s thanks on to library staff for accomplishing many of the goals in the strategic plan.  

Rebekah Rhode agreed, commenting that every time she receives the library newsletter, she gets excited about it and how good it 
looks.  

Kristen Streeter mentioned the goal “establish formal methods for community members to provide feedback and suggestion,” 
commenting that she loves the posters in the entryway that ask the community questions about the library, noting that they are 
attractive and welcoming.  

We Had to Say No List 

John Howard submitted a summary of times library staff members have had to say “no” to a patron and changes that the library has 
made to turn some of these into “yes” responses. In response to board questions, he told the board that he offers this report for their 
review in case some of the “no” responses lead the board to decide to make philosophical and/or policy changes. Library staff will 
continue to respond to the practical, task-oriented questions.  

Board Advocacy 
The board reviewed the murder mystery task list and discussed some of the items. Rebekah Rhode reported on her decoration plans. 
Kate Smith informed the board that Black Dog has raised their prices and the food would be more expensive this year. John Howard 
commented that, even though this cuts into the profits from the event, the real purpose of the event is for the board and library staff 
to interact with community members and advocate for the library.  

Trustee Comments 
Jeanne Campion stated that she appreciates Adult Program Coordinator Sherry Waldrep’s work, especially in support of a program 
Jeanne will be leading in January. She noted that Sherry did a wonderful job of keeping Jeanne informed and asking about what she 
needed and how the room should be set up.  

Chris Moore repeated his comment about how well library staff has done in addressing goals in the strategic plan. John Howard told 
the board it is a good plan, practical and achievable and one of the best he’s worked with over the years.  

Adjournment 
Jeanne Campion moved to adjourn the meeting. Kristen Streeter seconded; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:58pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


